Your Town, your Plan... it’s time to write the future

OPEN DAYS AT THE TOWN HALL
Sun 30 June, 11am-5pm & Mon 1 July 1pm-8pm
Attend the above open days and fill in the questionnaire
Location: Town Hall, 1 Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF
What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
In practice, communities have often found it hard to have a meaningful say in lannng decisions. The Governments Localism Act, which came into effect in April
2012, set out a series of measures to shift power away from central government and towards local people. One of its key components is the Neighbourhood Plan, a
new tier in planning policy that enables local people to shape the development of the community in which they live for the next 20 years.

Stratford-upon-Avon Neighbourhood Plan
Our plan will be able to guide, for example, where new homes and offices should be built and what they shold look like; how green spaces ought to be protected
or enhanced and how neww infrastructure is handled.

This means that Stratford-upon-Avon residents can, for the first time, have a real say about what goes on in their area

Housing
Stratford-upon-Avon is a wonderful place to live, set in
attractive countryside. As a result people chose to settle
here which creates demand for housing. Over the last few
years this has resulted in a lot of development creating
urban sprawl and problems with infrastructure. The age
profile of Stratford is also different from the Country as a
whole, with a shortage of residents in the 18-35 age range.
The role of a Neighbourhood Plan is not to prevent future
development. The district Council will decide how many
houses will be built in Stratford during the plan period but
this Neighbourhood Plan is a mechanism for Townspeople
to influence where development should go and to set
design priorities.
We are suggesting that new homes should be built on
“brownfield” land which has already been developed (eg:
by regenerating the canal area) instead of building on
greenfield sites.

Jobs
Stratford upon Avon currently enjoys relatively high levels of
employment. We would like this to continue as the town
grows. The NP focus is therefore on retaining existing
employers in the town as well as attracting additional high
value-added employment.
The Employment Land Study in 2011 recommended that
there is a need for additional employment land in the form
of a business park in Stratford-upon-Avon. One solution
would be for the development of a business park close to
the A46 and the new railway station. This would be an
opportunity to remove unneighbourly or poorly sited uses
from current industrial estates near the town centre and
relocate them to a more sustainable location. It would also
allow lorries to access these businesses directly from the
A46 without passing through town.

Town Centre
Stratford has an historic town centre with a rich
past. Its heritage comes from being a market town as well
as being the place of Shakespeare’s birth. In many ways
the town centre works and is successful. It remains popular
with its residents, its tourists and theatre lovers.
The Neighbourhood Plan needs to ensure that future
development is conducted in a coordinated manner to
support retail, protect the town’s heritage and encourage
tourism without being dominated by it; a town that
residents and visitors can access, move about in and enjoy.

Infrastructure
Environment, Sustainability
and Open Spaces
Stratford’s green spaces are the single most
important thing that people like about the town. We are
therefore suggesting that existing green and open spaces
need to be protected and improved, with measures to
safeguard and enhance the town’s biodiversity and natural
environment - in particular the River Avon corridor and the
town’s trees.
This Plan also needs to look ahead to likely changes in
future years – such as the implications of climate change,
possible flooding and drainage problems, energy efficiency
and sustainable construction.

Stratford’s road system dates from the middle
ages and the town suffers from congestion. It has a partial
ring road where the A46 carries traffic to the north-west of
the town, but all traffic from the south and east has to pass
through the town centre. Further improvements to town
centre junctions are needed, and the weight of through
traffic through the town needs to be addressed.
Bus services within the town are generally good, but the
lack of a bus station leads to vehicles lying over in the main
streets of the town centre. It is also important that there are
good inter-changes between different modes of transport –
in particular at the town’s railway stations.
House building in Stratford has not been matched by the
provision of school places. With more housing development
planned, it is important that school provision keeps pace
with the changes in population.

Leisure and Wellbeing
and Community

Heritage

Stratford upon Avon, as a major tourist
destination, has theatres, restaurants, and cafes in
the town centre. It has, however, fewer facilities for
young people and families. Stratford’s recent
dramatic expansion in housing has also created a
deficit in community and leisure facilities.
Stratford’s population age profile is above the
national average. This places a strain on the budgets
for health care.

Stratford-upon-Avon is probably the best known
heritage market towns in the country. A number of
heritage considerations have been addressed in the
sections above. However, further considerations, which
do not fall into the above categories, have been
identified during the course of consultation.

Lorem ipsum
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan
et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim placerat facer possim
assum. Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis in iis qui facit
claram, anteposuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per seacula quarta
decima et quinta decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur parum
clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum.

Neighbourhood Plan so far
The Neighbourhood Plan team has spent the last
18 months working with community
representatives to identify priorities for Stratfordupon-Avon’s future, the planning challenges our
town faces and possible solutions to these
challenges.
The open days will give you an opportunity to
comment on these priorities, to provide feedback
on the potential solutions and to suggest
alternatives.

The Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group
Mandated by the Town Council the Steering Group
includes representatives from: The Stratford Society,
Stratford Voice, Stratford Vision, four residents
associations, Warwickshire Police, Clopton Forum, three
secondary schools, Old Stratford and Drayton Parish
Council, Stratford BID, Accessible Stratford, SCAN,
Stratford Churches Together, Town Trust, Transition
Stratford, WCC District Councillors, Town Council, VASA
and numerous volunteers with skills.

A chance for your voice
to be heard...
...visit www.ourstratford.org.uk
and complete our online
questionnaire

